
Sphinx  Exercise Sheet 1  

 

1. ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

 

What does a sphinx look like? ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Which people told stories about such creatures? ______________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

What did sphinxes become symbols of? _____________________________________________________________  

Where is the Great Sphinx and what is it made of? _____________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

What has happened to the Great Sphinx in the course of history? ________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

What did the Greek Sphinx look like? ________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

2 TELL THE STORY OEDIPUS AND THE SPHINX! 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 



Sphinx  Exercise Sheet 2  

 

3. MATCH THE WORDS WITH THE DEFINITIONS 

 

A ancient   something alive 

B bury   a rock that contains calcium 

C cane   a question that is very difficult to solve 

D conquer   old 

E creature   a bird that kills and eats other animals 

F falcon   a long thin stick that helps you to walk 

G guard   to save something from damage 

H imaginary   an adult male sheep 

I limestone   to put someone who has died in a grave 

J preserve   holy 

K riddle   something that doesn’t exist 

L ram   to get control of a country by fighting 

M sacred   to protect a place by staying near it and watching it 

 

 

4. FINISH THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES IN A MEANINGFUL WAY 

 

The Egyptians and Greeks used a sphinx  ___________________________________________________________  

The Great Sphinx is located ________________________________________________________________________ . 

Limestone was an important _______________________________________________________________________ . 

As centuries passed the Great Sphinx ______________________________________________________________  

In the 1970s scientists __________________________________________________________________________  

The Greek Sphinx had the  _______________________________________________________________________ . 

The most famous Sphinx in Greece lived  ____________________________________________________________ . 

The sphinx killed everybody  ______________________________________________________________________ . 

When Oedipus solved the riddle  __________________________________________________________________  

 

 


