
English Across the Curriculum 

THE 13 AMERICAN COLONIES - EXERCISES 1 

1 ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN YOUR OWN WORDS ! 
 

 

When and where was the first English colony in North America founded? _______________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Who was it named after? _______________________________________________________________  

What kind of problems did the first settlers have? __________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Which settlement did the Dutch found in 1624? Why was it renamed? _________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Where did French settlers live? __________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Why did European settlers come to America? Give at least three reasons! 

1. __________________________________________________________________________  

2. __________________________________________________________________________  

3. __________________________________________________________________________  

What kind of relationship did the colonists have with the Indians? How did this relationship change?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

What were the differences between farms in New England and those of the southern colonies? ___  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

What did colonial children learn at school? ________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

What kind of practical things did children learn form their parents? ___________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

What did the Quakers believe in? Where did they settle? ____________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Who did the British king appoint to rule the colonies? _______________________________________  

Why did the British want to collect more and more money from the colonists? __________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

What is the Declaration of Independence? ________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  
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2 TRUE OR FALSE 
 

 T F 

The first colonists built churches so that they could pray together.   

Florida was the southernmost of the 13 colonies.   

The British government passed all of the laws in the colonies.   

The British won a war against the French and took control of their colonies.   

American colonists had the right to vote in British parliament.   

Some of the colonists came to America because Europe was very unstable at 
that time. 

  

At first the Indians helped the colonists and taught them how to survive.   

New England farmers grew tobacco which they sold at marketplaces.   

The first factories produced textiles and iron.   

Latin was a very important subject in colonial schools.   

Harvard was the first American university.    

Pilgrims on the Mayflower founded the first settlement in 1607.   

English settlers founded New York at the mouth of the Hudson River.   

Pennsylvania belonged to the Middle Colonies.   

 

 

 

3 EXPLAIN IN ENGLISH 
 

 

Great Lakes __________________________________________________________________________  

explorer _____________________________________________________________________________  

plantation ___________________________________________________________________________  

slave ________________________________________________________________________________  

tax _________________________________________________________________________________  

immigrant ___________________________________________________________________________  

assembly ____________________________________________________________________________  

trade ________________________________________________________________________________  



English Across the Curriculum 

THE 13 AMERICAN COLONIES - EXERCISES 3 

4 MATCH THE WORDS WITH THE DEFINITIONS 
 

 

A iron   plant which you make white bread from 

B sew   where a river flows into the sea 

C wheat   rule that you must follow 

D harsh   to say words to God 

E assembly   something that you are officially allowed to do 

F decide   hard metal that is used to make steel 

G vote   useful 

H pray   to put your name on a document 

I right   to make a choice 

J explorer   to use a needle and thread to repair clothes 

K mouth   something that lasts forever 

L permanent   
a person who is owned by someone else and 
works for them for little or no money 

M earn   cruel, bad, brutal 

N practical   
if things change very often and sometimes get 
worse 

O slave   to get money by working 

P unstable   if something happens suddenly, quickly 

Q law   to elect someone 

R erupt   
a group of people who get together and make 
laws 

S sign   
someone who travels to an unknown place to find 
out more about it 
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5 FIND THE NAMES OF THE 13 COLONIES IN THE GRID BELOW  
 

 

I C N A W V B N M Q X O H L I D N X N V
A Y K N E L O H A A M B C H G V M G R X

G R R H O D E I S L A N D F A U G M W R

Q X N E W J E R S E Y R Z C V I E U N P

G R X F E T I B A G B M Z D A A K S T Z

Y S V Z F H C E C N S E I F Q B A I W Q
P L W E B N E W H A M P S H I R E W R R

N L N X Q P S O U T H C A R O L I N A S

M P H H I E O E S D Z A C C V R C V Q C

S V M F B N I N E P D I H Q L I O F X A

N S Q A I N O R T H C A R O L I N A V J
Q E Q D R S G A T L Q F D P X L N G Y Y

A L P D E Y K F S M T Y G D F I E T J A

B X U V Z L L O R A H A O V I O C R W L

R W L O Y V A A G L X C L V R T T X T E

U M H O T A R W N V V I R G I N I A W G
L C I F C N I R A D W Q I I A S C P R C

J O H C E I G P I R O A B M G E U X E J

X G G U X A O Z P N E W Y O R K T G C T

K E S X Y Q K I U V N A M V S X H O Q W
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6 A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A COLONIST 
WRITE A STORY ON WHAT DAILY LIFE MIGHT HAVE BEEN LIKE IN COLONIAL AMERICA. 

 

 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  


