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Australia is the sixth biggest country in 

the world and the smallest continent. It 

lies between the Pacific and Indian 

Ocean, about 3,000 km from the 

mainland of Asia. 

It  is very far away from Europe and by 

plane it takes you over 20 hours to get 

there.  

Australia is often called Down Under 

because the whole continent lies south 

of the equator .  

All the worldõs climates are found on 

the continent ñfrom the tropical rainforest in the north to the cool and temper-

ate climates in the south and southeast.  

Australia was once a British colony and after its discovery in 1788 people from 

Great Britain  settled there. In the past decades people from all over the world 

have come to Australia. Today it is a multicultural society .  

The continent is also one of the richest countries in the world. It produces wool 

and meat  on one side, as well as gold, bauxite and other minerals on the other. 

Australians have a high standard of living .  

Regions 
 

Most of Australia is flat. The highest part of the 

country lies in the east. Australia can be divided 

into three big regions:  

1. The Great Dividing Range or Eastern High-

lands 

2. The Central Lowlands 

3. The Western Plateau 

The Eastern Highlands are the highest parts of 

the continent. This region is also called the Great 

Dividing Range  because the rivers that flow 

down the eastern slopes end in the ocean and 

the rivers that run down the western slopes flow 

into  the Central Lowlands and dry up there.  

The highest peaks can be found in the Australian 

Alpsñin the southern part of the Great Dividing 

Range. They are covered with snow in winter and 

many Europeans go there to ski during our sum-

mer months.  

WORDS 

bauxite = a raw material 
from which aluminium is 

made 

discovery =to find something 

for the first time  

divide = to separate some-

thing into two or more parts  

equator = the line around the 

middle of the earth  

flow = run down 

mainland = the main area of 
land that forms a country ñ

not the islands  

multicultural society = peo-
ple from different places who 
speak many languages and 

have many religions 

peak = the highest mountain 

in a group of mountains  

represent = to stand for, to 

be a symbol of 

settle = to start living in a 
place where no one has lived 

before 

slope = the side of a moun-

tain  

standard of living = the way 
people live and how much 

money they have  

temperate = not very hot and 

not very cold  

 

FACTS 

Size : 7.7 million square kilome-

tres 

Population : 19 million  

Capital : Canberra 

Biggest Cities : Sydney (3.7 m), 

Melbourne (3.1 m) 

Flag : A British flag  with five 

small stars that show the South-

ern Cross . One large star repre-

sents  the countryõs six territo-

ries.  

Money : The Australian Dollar  

The country is divided into 6 

states and two territories.  
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The Central Lowlands consist of very 

flat plains . Rivers flow through this area 

after it rains a lot but during the rest of 

the year  the river beds are mostly dry. 

In the southern part of the lowlands the 

grass gets high enough for farmers to 

raise cattle and sheep. Wheat is often 

grown here. In the northern part of the 

lowlands it gets drier and it is usually 

too hot and dry to grow crops. The region is not very populated and only has a 

few small towns.  

The Western Plateau covers about two thirds of Australia. It is higher than the 

Central Lowlands. Most of it is made up of large deserts. Rain only falls in the 

north -eastern and south-western parts. Along the southern coast the Nullarbor 

Plain is about 700 km long. The name comes from the Latin words ònullaó and 

òarboró which mean òno treeó. 

 

Climate  

Australia lies south of the equator , so its seasons are 

different from ours. The southern part of Australia has 

four seasons, like we do. Winters are cool and rainy and 

last from June to August. Summers are hot and dry and 

last from December to January.  

The northern part of the continent has a tropical climate 

with only two seasons. The wet season from November 

to April brings a lot of rain  , storms  and floods . The dry season lasts from May 

to October.  

One third of Australia is desert and gets less than 25 cm of rainfall a year. The 

wettest part of the continent lies in the south and southeast. It gets rain the 

whole year, sometimes up to 3 

metres . Snow only falls in the 

higher places of the Australian 

Alps. 

Droughts are a big problem in 

many parts of Australia. In 

some places it doesnõt rain for 

many months. This leads to 

bush fires and a shortage of 

water.  

 

 

WORDS 

cattle = cows that are 

kept on a farm for their 

meat and milk  

consist of = are made of 

crop =a plant like wheat 

or rice that farms grow 

and is used for food 

drought = when there is 

dry weather for a long 

time and plants and ani-

mals donõt have enough 

water to live  

flood = a lot of water in a 

place that is normally dry  

equator = the line around 

the middle of the earth  

flow = run through 

last =go on for ...  

lead =to  cause or make 

something happen 

plains = a large area of 

flat and sometimes dry 

land 

populated =settled, land 

in which people live  

raise = to look after and 

feed animals so that you 

can sell them as food or 

other things  

river bed = the ground at 

the bottom of a river  

shortage = not enough  

wheat = a plant from 

which you make white 

bread  

 

Parts of Australia with 

enough rainfall  
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People 

Australia is one of the most sparsely populated countries in the world. 9 out of 

10 people live on only 3% of the land.  

Most of Australiaõs 19 million people live near the coast, because the inner 

parts are made up of  deserts.  80% of the countryõs population live in the 

south-eastern part of the country. Here you can also find the big cities like Syd-

ney and Melbourne, or the capital Canberra. 

Most people in Australia are immigrants or come from 

families who came to the country from Europe.  

Until the beginning of the 20th century most of the im-

migrants came from Great Britain and Ireland. After 

World War II, Australiaõs government allowed people 

from other countries to enter . Since the 1970s more and 

more people from Asian countries have been coming  .  

However, not everybody is allowed to come and live in Australia. You must pass 

a special test  and  show special skills that the Australians need.  

Aborigines  

The Australian Aborigines have a history 

which is much like that of the American Indi-

ans. When British settlers landed on the con-

tinent at the beginning of the 19th century 

many Aborigines were killed or they had to 

leave their homes. The English took away 

their land. The white people developed Aus-

tralia and left the Aborigines locked out .  

Today, some  Aborigines live in cities and big 

towns, but they canõt always get jobs there.  

Many have stayed on their traditional land. 

There they live in small communities in the 

same way that they did hundreds of years 

ago. They preserve their culture, draw 

paintings and sell handicrafts  to tourists 

who pass by and visit them.  

But most of the countryõs 300,000 Aborigines cannot live like the white popula-

tion. They donõt have houses and medical care and most of them donõt earn as 

much money  as white people.  

Recently, the governmentõs feelings about their native people have changed. 

Over the last few decades the government has created many programmes to 

improve the life of Aborigines. They send them to better schools and help them 

get better jobs. The Australians are also starting to give them back the land 

that they took away from them 200 years ago.  

WORDS 

capital = the city or town 

where the government 

gets together  

community = neighbour-

hood 

century = a hundred years  

decade = ten years 

develop =to make into 

what it is now  

government =the people 

who rule a country  

handicrafts = things that 

people make with their 

hands  

immigrant = someone who 

goes to another country to 

live there  

improve = to make better  

lock out = to keep some-

body out  

medical care = doctors 

and hospitals that help 

them when they are ill  

population = the people 

who live in a country  

preserve = protect , care 

for  

settler =  a person who 

starts living in a place 

nobody else has been to 

before  

skills = things that you can 

do very well  

sparsely populated = not 

many people live here  

traditional = something 

that they have always had  
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The Australian Way of Life  
 

More than 80 % of  Australians live in cities or bigger towns. Most of them  live 

in the suburbs and have their own schools, churches  and shopping centres 

there. They live in bungalows with their  own gardens. Older houses are made 

of wood and have verandas or porches. 

Some of them are built on poles. Most 

newer houses are made of brick or 

stone. 

Country life in Australia is not like any-

where else in the world. The inner part 

of the continent is often called the out-

back (which means òout in the back country ó). Farms in the outback are called 

stations. Farmers raise cattle and sheep and they grow wheat . These stations 

are very large, sometimes up to 2,000 or more square kilometres . The nearest 

town may be over one hundred km away.  

Life in the outback is very hard. There are not always paved roads , so travel-

ling by car is difficult ,sometimes impossible. Many families have smaller air-

planes which they use to get to the next town and back again. Because it is the 

driest region of Australia, the people in the outback must cope with natural 

disasters , like droughts or bush fires.  

Many Australian children who live in the outback get their education at home. 

Students get their homework by two -way radio , over the Internet or by mail 

from teachers who live in the nearest towns.  

Flying Doctors give medical treatment to people who live far away from doc-

tors or hospitals.  

Australians like to eat meat , especially beef , poultry and 

mutton . When Europeans from other countries started to 

come to Australia they brought their eating habits with 

them. Today, you can find Italian, Greek and other restau-

rants all over the county.  

Beer is the most popular alcoholic drink, but many Austra-

lians also like to drink wine that grows in the southern and 

south eastern part of the continent. Older people still drink lots 

of teañlike in Great Britain ñbut younger ones drink more and 

more coffee.  

Australians love sport because they spend a lot of their free 

time outdoors . Swimming, sailing and diving are some popular 

water sports. Many Australians also play golf and tennis.  

The most popular team sports are cricket and rugby. Many 

world famous athletes come from Australia and the country has 

won many medals at Olympic Games and World Championships. 

WORDS 

athlete = sportsman or sports-

woman 

beef = meat from a cow  

brick = a hard, red material  

used for building houses 

bungalow =  a house with 

only one floor  

cattle = cows that are kept on 

a farm for their meat and 

milk  

cope with = deal with  

diving =swimming under wa-

ter with special equipment  

disaster = something that 

happens and causes a lot of 

damage   

drought = when there is dry 

weather for a long time and 

plants and animals donõt have 

enough water to live  

education =teaching and 

learning at schools , colleges 

and universities 

medical treatment = to help 

you when you are ill  

mutton = meat from sheep 

paved road =a road or street 

with a hard surface, not just 

stones or sand  

pole = a post made of wood  

poultry = meat from chicken 

or turkeys 

outdoors = in the open  

raise = to look after and feed 

animals so that you can sell 

them as food or other things  

square kilometres = an area 

of one kilometre in a square  

suburb  = places where peo-

ple live which are far away 

from the centre of the city  

two -way radio = a radio that 

lets you listen to and send 

messages  

wheat = a plant from which 

you make white bread  
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Animals 
 

When the earth was formed there was only one conti-

nent . About 200 million years ago  Australia was 

separated from this big continent  and animals de-

veloped differently from those that live in other 

places. That is why Australia has animals which you 

canõt find anywhere else. 

Australiaõs most famous animals are marsupials . They 

are mammals that have their babies in pouches. Kan-

garoos, koalas or wallabies are the best -known mar-

supials in Australia. The platypus is a mammal that 

lays eggs , from which babies hatch .  

Australia has about 700 different types 

of birds. Among the most famous is the 

kookaburra. Emus are large birds that 

cannot fly.  

There are many species of reptiles  

and snakes in Australia, some of which 

are poisonous.  

 

 

 

Plants 
 

The eucalyptus or gum tree is a clas-

sic Australian tree.  It has narrow , 

oily leaves that look like leather and 

smell good but also cause the tree to 

burn easily. It is one of the tallest 

trees in the world and can grow up to 

100 metres. 

Tourists who wander around in Aus-

tralia can find thousands of wildflow-

ers  in the country. The seeds lie in 

the desert during the dry season and 

when it rains they blossom in all 

kinds of different colours.  

 

WORDS 

blossom = to produce 

flowers  

cause = make happen  

develop =grow 

hatch = eggs break and 

babies come out 

mammal = an animal that 

drinks milk from its 

motherõs body when it is 

young  

marsupial =an animal like 

a kangaroo that carries its 

babies in a a skin pocket 

on its body 

narrow = not very wide = 

eng 

platypus = an Australian 

animal that looks like a 

duck. It lays eggs  and 

gives milk to its babies  

poisonous =something 

that can be dangerous or 

even kill you  

pouch = a pocket of skin 

on an animalõs stomach 

reptile = an animal like a 

snake whose body tem-

perature always changes 

seed = the small hard ob-

ject of a plant or a flower  

separate = to break away 

from  

species = kinds or groups 

of  
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Economy 
 

Australia is one of the worldõs richest countries.  It exports valuable minerals 

and farm products to all parts of the world.  

Various kinds of raw materials are produced. Many of them, however, lie in dry 

areas very far away from bigger cities or 

harbours. Workers must build railroad lines 

or roads to the mines , which is a reason 

why mining is a very expensive industry in 

Australia.  Foreign companies come to Aus-

tralia to invest money to mine raw materi-

als . 

Australia is the worldõs Nr. 1 in the produc-

tion of diamonds, bauxite and lead . It also 

produces a big quantity of  coal, iron ore  

and nickel. Almost all of the worldõs valu-

able opals are mined in Australia. The 

country also has much of the worldõs uranium under its surface .  

About 60% of Australia is farmland, most of which is used to raise cattle and 

sheep. Farmers can grow wheat in many parts of the country because wheat 

doesnõt need very much rain . Other products that are produced include sugar 

cane and bananas in the tropical north and fruits like apples, oranges and pears 

in the south.  

Australia is the worldõs largest wool producer. Most of it is exported to coun-

tries all over the world. Winemaking is a part of the economy that has been 

growing very quickly. Grapes grow in the southern and south eastern part of the 

continent and produce wine of excellent quality.  

Not many people work on Australian farms because farmers have many ma-

chines to work with. Only about 5 % of the population are farmers, but they 

produce almost everything that the country needs.  

Tourism has become very important for the economy of the 

country. Australia offers many sights like Ayers Rock, the 

Great Barrier Reef or Sydney Opera House.  Because it is so 

far away from Europe and North America, it costs a lot to 

travel òdown underó. 

Australia trades goods with many countries.  China, Japan 

and other Asian countries buy Australian farm products like 

wheat and wool.  Raw materials and minerals are also ex-

ported to European countries and to the USA. Japan is, how-

ever, Australiaõs biggest customer . It buys most of the coal, 

iron ore and bauxite it needs for its big industries.  

 

WORDS 

bauxite = a raw material from 

which aluminium is made  

customer = someone who buys 

goods  

economy =the way a country 
produces, buiys and sells goods 

and the money that it has  

foreign = from another  coun-

try  

goods =products 

invest = to spend money on 

something 

iron ore = rock that has iron in 

it  

lead =a heavy grey metal that 

melts easily and is poisonous 

mine = place where you dig 

out minerals  

mining =the work of getting 
gold, coal and other minerals 

out of the earth  

minerals = a raw material that 

is dug out of the ground  

offer = give 

opal = a stone that often 
changes colours and is very 

expensive 

population = the people who 

live in a country  

quantity = a lot of  

raise = to look after and feed 
animals so that you can sell 

them as food or other things  

raw materials = the things 
that exist in nature  and which 

we need , like oil, wood or gas  

sugarcane =a tropical plant 

from which you can get sugar   

surface =the top layer of 

something  

trade = to sell and buy prod-

ucts 

valuable = very expensive 

various = different  

wheat = a plant from which 

you make white bread  
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Cities  
 

Sydney 

Sydney is Australiaõs oldest and largest city, home of about 3.7 million people. 

It is Australia's most important industrial city and the capital of New South 

Wales .Sydneyõs harbour is one of the most beautiful in the world. Harbour 

Bridge and the Opera House are among the famous tourist attractions .  

Sydney was , at first, a prison colony back in 1788. At that time many nations 

sent criminals to far away places. The first prisoners were farmers and started 

raising sheep. In 1848 Great Britain stopped sending prisoners to Australia and a 

few years later gold was discovered .  Sydney  started to grow very quickly. By 

1890 the population was about 400,000. During the 20th century many Euro-

pean immigrants arrived and turned Sydney into a multi -cultural city.  

The people of Sydney are called Sydneysiders. About  70 % were born in Austra-

lia but in the last few years many Asians have come to Sydney.  

Downtown Sydney has many skyscrapers  and office buildings , but there are 

also many historic buildings and parks , in which Sydneysiders  can spend their 

free time. Many people like outdoor activities because the city has a mild cli-

mate. Sydney offers  its people  long  beaches that attract swimmers, surfers 

and sunbathers .  

Sydney is a major industrial city. One third of all products made in Australia 

come from Sydney. The city is also a wool and food market because there are 

many farms nearby.  

In 2000, Sydney was the host of the Olympic Summer Games. A lot of money 

was spent on rebuilding roads and other buildings. New stadiums were built and 

many parts of the city were restored and modernized.  

Canberra  

Canberra , with a population of about 300,000 is Australia's capital . The city is 

built around many hills. A dam on the Mongolo River forms Lake Burley Griffen 

in the middle of the city.  

Australiaõs parliament meets at Canberra. Many government buildings and other 

offices are situated here too. About half of the cityõs people work for the gov-

ernment . Others work in smaller industries, trade and tourism.  

When Australia became independent in 1901, the new government started 

looking for a place to build the capital city. In 1913 construction began and in 

1927 Canberra became Australiaõs capital. 

Other cities  

¶ Melbourneñsecond largest city  and capital until 1927  

¶ Brisbaneñcapital of Queensland on the eastern coast  

¶ Perthñlargest city in Western Australia  

¶ Adelaideñcapital city of South Australia  

WORDS 

activities = things to do 

attract =pull towards you  

attraction = something 

interesting to see  

capital = the city or town 

where the government is  

construction = the build-

ing of something 

criminal = a person who 

has done something that is 

against the law  

discover = to find some-

thing for the first time  

government =the people 

who rule a country  

harbour = a safe place 

near land where ships can 

stay 

immigrant = someone who 

goes to another country to 

live there  

independent =free, to 

rule  yourself  

major = very important  

multi -cultural = with 

many cultures 

office buildings = admin-

istrative buildings  

population = the people 

who live in a country  

prison = a building where 

people who have done 

something against the law 

are kept  

raise = to look after and 

feed animals so that you 

can sell them as food or 

other things  

restore = here:  repair  

situated = you can find 

them here  

sunbather = a person who 

likes to lie in the sun  

trade =the buying and 

selling of goods and prod-

ucts 
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Places to See 
 

The Great Barrier Reef  

The Great Barrier Reef is the biggest group of coral reefs in 

the world. It is more than 2,000 km long and lies off the 

north -eastern coast of Australia.  

The coral that forms the reef is made up of skeletons of 

dead water animals called polyps . They are  small but often 

light up in many bright colours. These  colourful reefs and 

the bright colours of fish and other water animals make the 

Great Barrier Reef a beautiful underwater garden.  

Today, the reef is a national park which millions of tourists 

visit every year. But there are also many problems. Oil com-

panies have found oil in this part of the ocean and want to start drilling , but 

the government is working hard to protect it.  

The Sydney Opera House  

The Sydney Opera House is the 

most famous building in the 

city. It has two roofs that look 

like sails. A masterpiece of ar-

chitecture , it stands on a pen-

insula that reaches into Sydney 

Harbour.  More than 6,000 peo-

ple can visit concerts, operas, 

theatre performances and other events. The Opera House was opened in 1973. 

Ayers Rock 

Ayers Rock  is a big rock that rises over 300 metres high from the plains of the 

Northern Territory. It is about 2.4 km 

long and 1.6 km wide and it takes you 

almost 2 hours to walk around it. The 

rock is often called òUluruó, an aborigi-

nal name. 

The rock is made out of sandstone and 

glows red during sunrise and sunset . 

The Aborigines worship the rock and decorated the caves in it with paintings. 

Today, the land around Ayers Rock is a national park but is owned by the Abo-

rigines.  

Kakadu National Park  

Kakadu National Park lies in Australiaõs Northern Territory and covers about 

20,000 sq. km . It is a wetland with over 200 kinds of birds and 1,000 plant spe-

cies. It is also the home of Australian crocodiles.  

 

WORDS 

cave = a natural hole in 

the side of a mountain  

cover = to spread over an 

area  

decorate = to make some-

thing look very nice  

drill = to make a hole into 

the Earth so that oil can 

come up  

light up = to glow in very 

bright colours  

masterpiece = something 

that is of high quality  

off the coast = near the 

coast 

own = to belong to  

peninsula = a piece of 

land that has water on 

three sides 

performance =show, pres-

entation, concert  

plains = flat, mostly  dry 

land 

polyp = a very simple sea 

animal 

protect =guard, defend 

sandstone = soft yellow or 

red rock  

skeleton = the bones of 

an animal or person 

species = group of animals 

or plants  

sunrise = when the sun 

goes up 

sunset = when the sun 

goes down 

wetland = land that is 

mostly covered with water  

worship = to pray  

 

 


