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The Copenhagen Summit was a United Nations 

conference that continued the series of global 

talks on our climate. The first such conference 

about the future of our climate took place in 

Rio de Janeiro in 1992.  

In 1997 the Kyoto Protocol set standards to 

reduce greenhouse gases, but these standards 

were only for some countries. 

 In December 2009 governments and heads of state from 192 countries got 

together in Copenhagen, Denmark to find a new agreement that was bigger and 

included all major countries. 

After two weeks of negotiations a real agreement and a binding treaty have 

not been reached. Big countries have agreed that temperature increase must 

not go beyond 2% of pre-industrial levels. However, there is no treaty that 

makes countries actually do this. 

While some industrialized countries say this is far enough, developing countries 

are angry about the deal. They say that industrial countries are responsible for 

global warming and must also cut emissions more than others. 

 

What countries want 

While industrialized countries want to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the 

next decades, developing countries need something else. They are also looking 

for technology to help them develop alternative energy sources. They also need 

more money to help them go through this period of change. In Copenhagen rich 

countries have agreed to spend $100 billion a year to help developing nations. 

Other countries like the Netherlands or flat islands, like the Maldives are looking 

for ways to protect their countries from the rising sea.  

Most countries also realize that we need ways of saving our rainforests, so that 

they can bind more CO2. 

WORDS 

 agree = to say yes 

 agreement = when two or more 

people or countries promise to 

do something ; a treaty 

 bind = here: to take up 

 binding treaty = an agreement 

that you must follow  

 cut = lower 

 deal = treaty, agreement 

 decade = a period of ten years 

 develop = to change something 

 developing countries = the poor 

countries in Asia, Africa and 

South America 

 emission = the gas that is sent 

out into the air by cars or 

factories 

 global = worldwide 

 head of state = political leader 

of a country 

 however = but 

 include = to be part of 

 increase = to go up 

 Kyoto Protocol = a treaty, 

signed by most of the world’s 

countries in Kyoto, Japan in 

1997; its aim is to reduce 

greenhouse gases 

 negotiation = talks, meetings 

 pre-industrial = before the 

Industrial Revolution 

 protect = defend 

 reduce = lower, cut down 

 source = place where you get 

something 

 standard = level, norm 

 summit = meeting in which 

important people or leaders 

take part 

The Maldives – 

an island 

paradise 
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How the climate has changed 

In the course of the Earth’s history our planet’s climate has always changed. 

Natural changes happen because the Earth is not always the same distance 

away from the sun. Different amounts of sunlight reach our planet at different 

times. 

This leads to ice ages that have occurred regularly in the Earth’s history. The last 

ice age ended about 10,000 years ago. Between the ice ages there are warmer 

periods. During these periods greenhouse gases, like carbon dioxide are set 

free.  This is called the natural greenhouse effect. When it gets colder CO2 is 

stored again in the ice sheets. 

Since the 1700s greenhouse gases have been increasing more than usual. The 

Industrial Revolution led to new technologies that were powered by coal. Later 

on, in the 20th century, the world’s industries were mostly powered by oil and 

gas.  

Since the middle of the 18th century the world’s population has been growing at 

a much faster rate than in the thousands of years before. 

More coal, gas and oil are being burned to supply our ever-growing industries. 

This process produces more CO2 which, together with the natural CO2, traps 

sunlight in our atmosphere. It gets in, turns into heat, but cannot get out again. 

Farmers who raise animals to produce food also contribute to the greenhouse 

effect. When they eat and digest food they produce methane gas. The UN says 

about 18% of greenhouse gases come from animals.  

Since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution the average temperature has 

risen by 0.7%. Many experts say that it will rise by 2% even if we stop 

greenhouse emissions now. 

 

WORDS 
 

 average = normal, usual 

 carbon dioxide = gas that is 
produced when animals or 
humans breathe out or when 
carbon is burned in the air 

 century = a hundred years 

 contribute = add to 

 digest = to change food that 
you have eaten into material 
that your body can use 

 distance = how far away 
something is 

 emission = the gas that is sent 
out into the air by cars or 
factories 

 ever-growing = to grow at a 
constant rate, all the time 

 greenhouse gas = gases like 
carbon dioxide and methane, 
that keep sunlight in the 
Earth’s atmosphere and do 
not let it escape 

 ice sheet = layers of ice 
especially in the glaciers of 
mountains or the Arctic or 
Antarctic region 

 in  the course = during a 
period of time 

 increase = to go up 

 Industrial Revolution = period 
in the 18

th
 and 19

th
 centuries 

when new discoveries were 
made and new machines and 
the first factories were built 

 methane = a gas that you 
cannot see but can be burned 
to give heat 

 occur = happen 

 power = to run or to make 
something work 

 process = procedure, method 

 raise = to look after animals 
and grow plants so that they 
can be sold and used for food 

 rate = speed 

 store = keep, save 

 supply = provide, give, bring 
to 

 trap = to keep in and not let 
out 
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Where countries stand on climate change 

Countries that industrialized early, like the United Kingdom, France, Germany or 

the United States have the highest CO2 production per person, while countries 

like China and India have the largest populations and lower per person 

emissions. 

China is the world’s biggest producer of CO2. Almost 20% of all global emissions 

come from Asia’s superpower. While China wants to cut CO2 levels by 40% in 

the next 10 years it also wants the west to provide them with better 

technology. 

The United States, also one of the big CO2 producers wants to cut emissions to 

17% below the 2005 levels. However, it does not want an agreement that 

forces them to do that. President Barack Obama is taking climate change more 

seriously than his predecessor George Bush. 

The European Union has very ambitious goals. It wants to play a leading role in 

climate conferences. It also wants to cut its emissions by 20-30% by 2020 and 

wants rich nations to cut emissions by 80% by the year 2005. 

India is the world’s sixth biggest CO2 producer. It has promised to cut emissions 

drastically if other countries do the same. India states that the richer countries 

must do more to protect our environment. 

 

 

 

WORDS 

 

 agreement = when two or 

more people or countries 

promise to do something ; a 

treaty 

 ambitious = large, motivated; 

something that you really 

want to reach 

 cut = lower, reduce 

 drastically = very much 

 emission = the gas that is sent 

out into the air by cars or 

factories 

 environment = the world 

around us 

 equivalent = equal, to have 

the same value as 

 force = make you do 

something 

 goal = aim 

 per capita = per person 

 predecessor = the person  

who was president before him 

 protect = defend, guard 

 provide = give 

 seriously = very much 

 state = to say officially 
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1. Answer the questions  

Where and when did the first two climate conferences take place? ______________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

What did most countries expect from the Copenhagen conference? _____________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

What were the results after two weeks of talks? _____________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

What did most countries think about these results? __________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Where do the developing countries stand on climate change? What should be done (in their opinion)? _________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________   

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

How did the rich countries agree to help the developing nations? _______________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

What kind of countries are in danger because of rising sea levels? _______________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Why is it important to stop cutting down forests? ____________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

What is the natural greenhouse effect? ____________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

What happened to our climate in the last 250 years? Why? ____________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
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2. Answer the following questions 

 

Describe the greenhouse effect? _________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Compare the methane emissions of humans and animals. What do they tell you?___________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Which countries produce the largest CO2 emissions per person? ________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Which countries are the biggest CO2 producers in absolute numbers? ____________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

What does US President Barack Obama think about global warming compared to his predecessor, George Bush? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

What part does the European Union want to play? ___________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
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3. Match the words with the definitions 

 

A agreement   talks, meetings to get something done 

B emission   provide, give 

C develop   for every person 

D negotiations   
meeting in which presidents and high-ranking officials 

take part 

E head of state   the world around us 

F reduce   worldwide 

G summit   how far away something is 

H carbon dioxide   
when two or more people or countries promise to do 

something 

I digest   
gas that you cannot see but can be burned to give 

heat 

J methane   to change something or make it better 

K occur   to make you do something 

L supply   
to change the food that you have eaten so that your 

body can use it 

M environment   cut down, lower 

N force   to say officially 

O per capita   
the gas that is sent out into the sir from cars or 

factories 

P state   place where you gets something 

Q global   happen 

R source   
gas that is produced when you burn something or 

when humans breathe out  

S distance   president or prime minister of a country 
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4. Crossword 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 
 
2. the world around us 
5. period of a hundred years 
7. worldwide 
8. when two or more countries or groups say yes to 

something and sign a document 
9. group of islands that are in danger because of rising 

sea levels 
12. one of the main greenhouse gases 
14. someone who had a job before someone else 
15. world's sixth biggest CO2 producer 
16. meeting of presidents or prime ministers 
17. gas that is produced especially by animals 
18. city in which the 2009 climate conference was held 

Down 

 
1. period in history in which new inventions were 

made and products were produced in factories (two 
words) 

3. poor country in Asia, Africa or South America 
4. period in the Earth's history when it got very cold 

(two words) 
6. place where climate conference in 1997 was held 
10. keep, save for later use 
11. to lower or cut down 
13. country that has the largest CO2 emissions 
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5. Explain in English 

a binding treaty __________________________________________________________________________________________  

head of state ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

pre-industrial ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

to bind CO2 _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

greenhouse gas __________________________________________________________________________________________  

natural greenhouse effect _________________________________________________________________________________  

Industrial Revolution ______________________________________________________________________________________  

global emissions _________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

6. True or False 

 T F 

India and China have the largest CO2 emissions per person. 
 
 

 

George Bush was more serious on climate change than Barack Obama.   

The European Union wants to play a big role in climate conferences.   

The first conference on climate change took place in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.   

In Copenhagen, world leaders agreed to reduce CO2  gases by 20%   

In order to reduce CO2 emissions we must save our forests.   

Developing countries say that industrial countries must do more to save our environment   

During an ice age more CO2 is emitted into our atmosphere.   

Almost a fifth of all greenhouse gases come from animals   
Since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution the Earth’s temperature has gone up by 
almost 1 %.   

Fossil fuels, like coal, oil and gas add a lot to the greenhouse effect.     
During the Copenhagen summit leaders of the rich nations have agreed to give $100 billion to 
developing countries.   

 

  



THE COPENHAGEN CLIMATE SUMMIT  9 

 

7. Two representatives of the Copenhagen summit talk about the dangers of climate change. One is from 

China, the other from the Maldives. Write down the dialogue they have and refer to their different 

opinions! 
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8. As a citizen of a developing country write a letter to the American president in which you ask him to do 

more to save our world from global warming! 
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Key 

Match the words with the definitions 

 

A agreement  D talks, meetings to get something done 

B emission  L provide, give 

C develop  O for every person 

D negotiations  G 
meeting in which presidents and high-ranking officials 

take part 

E head of state  M the world around us 

F reduce  Q worldwide 

G summit  S how far away something is 

H carbon dioxide  A 
when two or more people or countries promise to do 

something 

I digest  J 
gas that you cannot see but can be burned to give 

heat 

J methane  C to change something or make it better 

K occur  N to make you do something 

L supply  I 
to change the food that you have eaten so that your 

body can use it 

M environment  F cut down, lower 

N force  P to say officially 

O per capita  B 
the gas that is sent out into the sir from cars or 

factories 

P state  R place where you gets something 

Q global  K happen 

R source  H 
gas that is produced when you burn something or 

when humans breathe out  

S distance  E president or prime minister of a country 
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Crossword 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. True or False 

 T F 

India and China have the largest CO2 emissions per person.  V 

George Bush was more serious on climate change than Barack Obama.  V 

The European Union wants to play a big role in climate conferences. V  

The first conference on climate change took place in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. V  

In Copenhagen, world leaders agreed to reduce CO2  gases by 20%  V 

In order to reduce CO2 emissions we must save our forests. V  

Developing countries say that industrial countries must do more to save our environment V  

During an ice age more CO2 is emitted into our atmosphere.  V 

Almost a fifth of all greenhouse gases come from animals V  

Since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution the Earth’s temperature has gone up by 
almost 1 %. 

V  

Fossil fuels, like coal, oil and gas add a lot to the greenhouse effect.   V  

During the Copenhagen summit leaders of the rich nations have agreed to give $100 billion to 
developing countries. 
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