
English Across The Curriculum

Motion Pictures - Exercises	 �

1	 Answer the following questions in your own words !

What is the difference between a movie camera and a normal camera ?_________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What size do most films have ?_ ___________________________________________________________

How are movies shown on a screen ?_ ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Why is the director one of the most important people in the movie business?_____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What does a producer have to do ?_________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Who do directors work with very closely ?___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Who writes the story for a movie ?_________________________________________________________

What is a take ?_________________________________________________________________________

In which places can scenes be shot ?________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

How do modern effects specialists work today ?______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What does a film editor do ?_______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________________________________

What happens after a film has been shown in the cinema ?_____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Who made the first motion picture viewer ?_ ________________________________________________

What is Bollywood ?______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Hollywood become the centre of the American film industry?___________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Name some important festivals !___________________________________________________________
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2	 Match the Words with the definitions

A bright
curved piece of glass that makes things look 
bigger and clearer when you look through it

B hire person who makes clothes for actors

C lens to send to places so that it can be shown

D projector
scene that is filmed without stopping the 
camera

E distribute full of light

F costume designer
person who makes or creates something that 
has not existed before

G mood
something that tells you about a product and 
shows how good it is

H set
to meet  someone or something for the first 
time

I ad
picture that is taken very close to something 
or someone so that you can see details

J inventor the way you feel about something

K record fight between  armies in a war

L shot to give someone a job

M close-up
a group of three books or movies that have 
the same characters

N battle if you cannot feel or move parts of your body

O paralysed machine that shows a film on a screen

P trilogy
to make a copy of something on tape, CD or 
DVD

Q encounter place where part of the movie is filmed
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3	 True or False ?

T F

A movie camera takes 24 picturs a second.

The screen is covered with glass beads that make it bright.

The director is responsble for getting money to make a film.

The producer writes the screenplay.

A film has layers of chemicals on it 

The screenwriter always writes a story from a famous book.

The director of photography knows everything about cameras.

The film editor looks at the shots and decides which scenes to take.

Before a film is shown in a cinema it is sold on  DVD.

All scenes are shot on location.

Special effects are often created on computers.

When a film is completed a company tries to bring it to the people’s attention.

Thomas Edison made the first motion picture viewer.

The first colour movie was produced in 1967.

California became the centre of the movie industry because of the good 
weather.

The biggest film festival in the world is held in Cannes.

The Indian film industry is often called Bollywood.

Each year the Oscars are awarded in Berlin.
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4	 Explain in English

movie projector_______________________________________________________________________

producer_____________________________________________________________________________

raise money__________________________________________________________________________

in charge of__________________________________________________________________________

scenery______________________________________________________________________________

close-up_ ____________________________________________________________________________

promote_____________________________________________________________________________

inventor_ ____________________________________________________________________________

Bollywood____________________________________________________________________________

frame_ ______________________________________________________________________________

computers and then transferred to the film.  It is the film

right order.  When a film is completed companies put ads

produced on location.  Special effects are often made on

the movie has appeared in the cinema the company can

shot he should take. Then the film is put together in the

in newspapers and magazines and show trailers on TV.  After

1 Some scenes in a movie are shot in a studio ,others are

editor’s job to look at each scene closely and decide  which

make more money by recording it on DVD and selling it.

5	 Put the lines into the correct order !
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6	 �Write about a favourite film of yours or one you have seen recently ! 
Include information on the director, actors, story, topics etc. Why did 
you like the film ? 	 � 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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7	 Crossword 

Across

1.	 part of a camera that opens to let light 
through the lens

5.	 the people who go to a cinema and watch a 
film

7.	 to make bigger
8.	 a prize that someone gets for doing some-

thing special
10.	 ad on TV or radio
12.	 to become popular and have a lot of money
15.	 a book or a film that continues the story of 

an earlier one
16.	 group of young people who spend a lot of 

time together and do bad or violent things

17.	 last name of a famous director

Down

2.	 the killing of millions of Jews during World 
War II

3.	 large white area on which films are shown
4.	 person who is in charge of the shooting of a 

film
6.	 to make something popular and to get peo-

ple to buy or see it
9.	 town in France where an annual film festi-

val takes place
11.	 most famous statuette in the film industry
13.	 person who writes down what he thinks 

about a book or film
14.	 single photo of a film

1 2 3

4

5

6 7

8

9
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11

12 13 14

15

16

17
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Steven Spielberg

Clint Eastwood

Peter Jackson

Martin Scorsese

George Lucas

became successful with a film about a dangerous shark

made a film that won  11 Oscars

is a New Zealand film diector

produced three more sequels 20 years later

made a film about gangs in the 1860s

used lots of special effects for the first time

received an Oscar for Schindler’s List.

made films about dinosaurs

directed a science fiction fantasy in 1977

made one of the most popular films in movie history

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

played in Italian westerns

produced more serious films later in his career

made films that often show violence

protected an American president in one of his films

received an Academy Award for a mafia film

made a film about a female boxer

started his career as an actor

taught film making at the university

made a trilogy about a fantasy novel

was praised by critics for his storytelling

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

8	 �Who did what ? - Write the sentence parts at the bottom into the 	
correct boxes !
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9	 Find some information on the internet about the following films !

You can get all the information from the Internet Movie Database at http://www.imdb.com !

Film name Year Director Famous actor / actress

Pulp Fiction

American Beauty

Titanic

Pirates of the Caribbean I

Harry Potter and the Sor-
cerer’s Stone

Independence Day

Forest Gump

Casino Royale

Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade

Pretty Woman

Gladiator

Ocean’s Eleven


