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WORDS
e admire_= to respect and
think highly of

e bamboo = a tropical plant
that is empty inside; itis
used to make furniture

e celebration = event of
celebrating , having a party

e cycle = a series of events
that happen again and
again, mostly in the same
order

decorate =to make
something look more
beautiful by putting nice
things on it

depend on_=here:
something affects

something else

dish = meal

dragon = a large animal
that has wings and can
breathe out fire

envelope = a thin paper in
which you put and send a
letter

firecracker = a small
firework that explodes
loudly

glow = to produce or
reflect light

hare = rabbit

human being = a person

lantern = a lamp that has a
light inside it

mark =is the sign for

merry = happy, cheerful

noodles =long pieces oft
thin food made from flour
water and eggs, like
spaghetti

personality = s omeon

character; the w ay they
behave towards others

raw = not cooked

rooster = a male chicken

silk = a smooth soft cloth
made from a material that
is produced by a silkworm

e temple = a place where
people go to pray to God

e uncut = not cut

e wealth = a lot of money;
being rich

Chinese New Year is the most important holiday of
the Chinese calendar. TiNew Yeabegins between
January 21 and February 20. Te¢ebration starts
with the second new moon after the beginning of
winter (December 21) and lasts until the next full
moon.

The Chinese name their years after 12 different
animals: therat, the ox, he tiger, thehare, the dragon, the snake, the horse,
the sheep,the monkey, therooster, the dog, the pig. Some people believe that
aKdzYl v 6 S A Y 3 @rdchadsctdiepeyids dnihé &nimal of the year
he or she was born.

The Chinese New Yeaarks the start of the next
anmaRa &SI N ! FGSNI GKS & s K
yearcycle starts over again with the year of the rat.
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A lot of things are done for Chinese New Year. Hou
are cleaned from top to bottonm the days before the
beginning of the holidays. People writgerry wishes
on red paper and hang them all over the house.
Rooms aralecorated with flowers, plants and
oranges.

hy bSg  fiderhbked sefd@d& the old year
and welcome the new one. At midnight people open
all their doors and windows to let the old y&a 2 dzii ® hy bS¢g St
andadults who are not married get rednvelopes with money in them. This a
symbol of good look angealth in the new year.

Food plays an important part in Chinese New Yebabrations. Speciatlishes
are eaten on cdain days. Many kinds of food have special meanibgsut

noodles, for example, might give you a longer life. People who eat a latvof
fish are said to be more successful in life.

The last event of the 18aycelebratianis the Lantern
Festival. Somegople hangylowing lanterns in
temples. Others carryanterns in a moonlight parade.
In many places long colourful dragons made ougil&f
paper andbamboo are carried on the streets by
dancers.
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1. Answer the questions

When does the Chinese New Year begin?

After which animalslo the Chines@ametheir years?

What do people do to prepare for the new year?

What are red envelopes fol®ho gets them?

What does special food mean for the Chinese?

What is the Lantern Ftival?

2. Explain in English!

bamboo

decorate

envelope

noodles

rooster

wealth

personality

lantern
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3. Write the names of the animals o the boxes!
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4. Make sentences by using one pdrom each section

Chinese New Year

clean their houses

after twelve animals.

Special meals

cut noodles

on the streets.

People

are decorated

with money.

Firecrackers

get red envelopes

of the Chinese calendatr.

If you do not

carry colourful dragons

you may live longer.

Rooms

is the most important holiday

from top to bottom.

Children and unmarried adults

name their years

with flowers and oranges.

The Chinese

send out the old year

on certain days.

Dancers

are eaten

and welcome the new one.
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Key

Chinese New YearMake sentences by using one part from each section .

Chinese New year is the most important holiday of the Chinese calendar
The Chinese name their years after twelve animals.

People clean their houses from top to bottom.

Rooms are decgated with flowers and oranges.

Firecrackers sendut the old year and welcome the new one.

Children andinmarried adultget red envelopes with money.

Special meals are eaten on certain days.

If you do not cut noodles you may live longer.

Dancers carry colourful dragons on the streets.



